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Abstract 
 
Recognition the culture is very important for living together in multicultural and developing community. One of the most 
important organ to transfer cultural background to new generation is Education. In Turkey Religious Culture and Ethic 
Knowledge course is a compulsory lesson in primary and secondary level. One of the purpose of Religious culture and Ethic 
Knowledge course in primary level is to harmonize students with culture and transmission of culture. And the course is expected 
to enrichment the culture.  
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Introduction 
 
Religious Culture and Ethic Knowledge course has been made compulsory both public schools and private schools 
with 24 of the constitution Article which governing freedom of religion and conscience. Between purposes of 
Religious Culture and Ethics course is taught in schools as a compulsory since 1982; expected compliance with the 
social culture and to carry out the transfer of culture (Primary School Curriculum in Religious Culture and Ethics 
Course, 2010: 16). 
Cultural and educational concepts, shall take place within literature of education. Cultural elements are passed to the 
younger generations through education. While defines education and describes the school's tasks, the definition of 
culture used. When various definitions of culture are examined we see these issues about our research; 
x Culture is a factor which covers information, art, morals, law, customs and practices, 
x Culture is a set of learned behaviors which transferred to the new generations by people who share the 
same experience and tradition(Erkal,1999: 134). 
x Culture is a collection of material and moral values of a nation. 
x Culture is a life style of a society. 
x Culture is a collection of features (that characterized) which allow a community from others(Günay,1992: 
63 ). 
These statements in the Primary School Curriculum in Religious Culture and Ethics Course are about culture; ‘All 
material and moral values which generated in the process of social and historical development and all facilities 
which shows the measure of people's domination of the natural and social environment are used to compose and 
transmit these values to future generations.’(Primary School Curriculum in Religious Culture and Ethics Course, 
2010: 6). 
How to transfer ‘elements of culture’ in Religious Culture and Ethics Course described in the following way: 
‘Respect for cultural heritage means look at the historical background, to analyses and confirm knowledge of the 
past in terms of present-day location, value and function. A blind submission to the inherited cultural heritage from 
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the past or unconsciously consume it, is an important obstacle to the understanding of the historical heritage. 
Obstacle in the cultural heritage being in a thought likes what if all which are recognized as valuable and beautiful in 
the name of the historical accumulation to fill the head of the students. However, must have substance in choosing to 
contents of need to know from studen
only interesting for a date, nor to carry only very beautiful literary expressions. Cultural heritage in addition to these 
properties should be submitted like a means of assistance for edit their communication to God, themselves and the 
others. As a result of such an expression will change the way. This method will give importance to think, 
Culture and Ethics Course, 2010: 16). 
Our research shaped the hypothesis that the culture is includes common ideas, traditions, experiences, art, language, 
religion and way of life forms which allow a community from others, community-specific, common property of the 
community, formed and carried on to development in the historical process. Movement on this assumption, our 
-8) on 
 
 
1. Methodology 
In this research tried to determine the elements of culture in Religious Culture and Ethic Knowledge Textbooks. Our 
research conducted qualitative method based on document review and then the qualitative data have been revealed 
with numerical values. In this research 6th, 7th and 8th grade Religious Culture and Ethic Knowledge Textbooks 
which published by Ministry of Education in 2011 were examined. 
Research was calculated using by the safety data analysis formula (Consensus/Consensus+Dissidence) (Miles 
&Huberman, 1994).A study by two researchers was compared, calculated as the average reliability of 94% and 
research has been considered reliable. 
 
2. Development of Data Collection Tool 
Cultural definitions of the elements which have been identified by reading Primary Culture of Religious and Ethics 
textbooks from start to finish for develop a data collection tool. Then these elements classified using categories in 
definitions. Thus, the cultural elements in the table below have been identified in eight different categories. 
 
 Table 1: Elements of Culture 
Elements of Culture  
Traditions 
Wish Mary Holiday 
Visit of Patients 
Give a name (Christen) 
Engagement, Wedding  
Funeral 
Holy Birth Week 
Holy nights 
Circumcision Feast 
Islamic Memorial Service 
Fast-breaking Meal 
Farewell Ceremony for Soldiers  
Honour Killing 
Feud 
Bride Price 
Art and Literature 
Roof Ridge 
Redes 
Masnavi 
Literary Texts (Epic, Lullaby, Poem etc.) 
Belles-Lettles (Kutadgu Bilig, Divan-u Lugat-  
Turkish-Islamic Decorative Arts (Calligraphy, Ornamentation, Marbling, Miniature) 
Architecture (Mosque, Church, Synagogue) 
Music (Dede Efendi, Itri) 
Shadow Puppetry 
Daily Language 
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3. Data Collection 
After development of data collection toll again read the books in question from beginning to end and the cultural 
elements of cultural categories in data toll examined in terms of their implications. The data contained in turned into 
a numerically table and interpreted. In interpreting benefited from the research data on the subject made. 
 
Findings and Comments  
Table 2: Dispersion of Elements of Culture 
 
Persons  
Yunus Emre 
Nasrettin Hoca 
Ahmet Yesevi 
Ali er-  
Ahi Evran 
 
Mevlana 
Kaygusuz Abdal 
Abdal Musa 
Muslim-  
Abdulkadir Geylani 
Bahaeddin  
National Values 
National Anthem 
Patriotism (Martyrdom, War veteran) 
 
Laicism 
Freedom of Religion and Conscience 
Social Values 
Helping Each Other 
Solidarity 
Forgiveness 
Good Manners 
Sharing 
Open-handedness 
Modesty 
Charity Stone 
Visit of Patients and Elderly 
Greeting 
Rightful Due 
Family Relationships 
Tolerance 
Hospitality 
Superstitions (Fortune Telling, Necromancy, Magic, etc.) 
Social Structure  
Ahi Community 
Poorhouse- - Red Crescent-) 
 
Cultural Diversity 
 
Experience of Multicultural Society 
Religious/Sufistic Organisations (Yesevilik, Mevleviyeh,  Alawi/Bektashi etc.) 
History 
 
 
 
Turk and Turk-Islam States (Huns, Gokturks, Karahanli State, Seljuks, Ottomans) 
  Learning Domain 
Elements of Culture Classes         Faith Worship The Prophet Quran Ethic Religion and Culture 
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In the textbooks cultural elements take part as fallow: 6. Class Traditions, Art and Literature, Persons, National 
Values, Social Values and History; 7. Class Traditions, Art and Literature, Persons, National Values, Social Values, 
Cultural Diversity and History; 8. Class Traditions, Art and Literature, Persons, National Values, Social Values, 
Social Structure, Cultural Diversity. 
In 6. Class textbook cultural elements take part according to learning domain as fallow; Worship (8), The Prophet 
(2), Quran (8), Ethic (8), Religion and Culture (104). In 7. Class textbook cultural elements take part according to 
learning domain as fallow; Faith (6), Worship (5), Quran (39), Ethic (10), Religion and Culture (56). In 7. Class 
textbook cultural elements take part according to learning domain as fallow; Faith (1), Worship (15), The Prophet 
(1), Quran (2), Ethic (11), Religion and Culture (2). 
 
This result is natural according to aim of the 
Traditions 
6 f - 1 - - - 1 
7 f - 1 - - - 16 
8 - - - - - - 
Art and Literature 
6 f - 1 - 2 2 32 
7 f 1 2 - 4 1 38 
8 - 1 1 - 1 - 
Persons  
6 f - - 1 - 2 34 
7 f - - - 8 4 - 
8 1 1 - 1 - - 
National Values 
6 f - 2 - - - 3 
7 f - - - 1 - 2 
8 - - - 1 - 1 
Social Values 
6 f - 4 1 6 4 2 
7 f 5 - - - 5 - 
8 - 3 - - 10 - 
Social Structure  
 
6 f - - - - - - 
7 f - - - - - 
8 - 9 - - - - 
Cultural Diversity 
6 f - - - - - - 
7 f - 2 - 25 - - 
8 - 1 - - - 1 
History 
6 f - - - - - 32 
7 f - - - 1 - - 
8 - - - - - - 
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affects students on social b
 
 
4. Conclusion and Suggestions 
In view of findings distribution of cultural elements on learning domains are homogenous. The number of cultural 
elements on each learning domains change according to content of the issue. 
domain includes life and prophecy of prophet Muhammed, his moral values etc. and this learning domain has only 3 
elements in all classes. 
ultural elements are given 
less place than these. 
 
domains. These elements have a rich content on transferring social and cultural structure to student also a child can 
easily realize and interiorize these structures in social or school environment. 
Cultural transmission is an important aim of curriculum and Religious Culture and Ethic lesson for this aim different 
cultural elements may be given place.  
methods, techniques and course materials are also important on the issue of cultural transmission or 
researches. 
Textbooks have lots of visual materials about cultural 
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